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GRIFFIN HOUSE
A FOLKSINGER?'S JOURNEY FROM  OHIO TO NASHVILLE 

By Louis Do 

A lone singing voice accompanied by an acoustic gui tar  
r ecalls a simpler  time, of campfir es and frontier  homesteads.  
In 2016, Nashvi l le-based folksinger  and songw r i ter  Gr i f f in 
House car r ies on these tr adi tions w ith touches of moderni ty 
throw n in. House's music can best be descr ibed as dynamic, 
for  his subject matter s can range from themes about 
war time, to fai led r elationships, to r ef lections about the past. 
Sometimes these songs are sung in their  natural acoustic 
state, but other  times, House is backed by a band to give 
extr a emphasis and spice up the mood. On Sunday, Apr i l  
17th, 2016, Louis Do of The BCC Voice spoke to Gr i f f in House  
about his chi ldhood, the intoxicating nectar  of fame, his new  
record, and his opinion on the music industr y today. 

House grew  up in Spr ingfield, 
Ohio, in a working class fami ly. His 
father  worked in a ti r e shop, whi le his 
mother  worked w ith foster  youth. 
House was the f i r st per son in his 
fami ly to embrace the ar ts. This came 
about in high school when he saw  the 
play, "Fiddler  on the Roof." "There was 
this guy named Alex Beekman, and he 
was really talented. I  think he went to 
Broadway to l ive in New  York and tr y 
out for  plays after  high school, but 
great singer , great actor , r eal ly 
talented. He just inspir ed me when I 
saw  him. He played Teveye in "Fiddler  
on the Roof." Something about that 
made me want to tr y for  theater. I t 
looked really exci ting." House acted on 
this desir e and tr ied out for  a one-act 
play, "Where Have All  the Lightning 
Bugs Gone." He discovered that he 
l iked per forming, and proceeded to 
audition for  "Oklahoma." "I  got cast 
w ith the singing par t, even though I 'd 
never  sang anywhere in my l i fe 
before. I  had to practice w ith a tape 
and learn how  to sing. I  couldn't, didn't know  I could sing." 

House star ted teaching himself gui tar  at the age of 18, 
when he was in col lege. He descr ibed the challenges of 
learning an instr ument as an adult, "I  bought a gui tar , i t was 
cal led an Oscar  Schmitt. I  bought i t for  100 dollar s off  of a 
fr iend.  I  l ived in an ar t dorm, and a lot of guys in the ar t 
dorm played gui tar. I  learned from those guys, but I  had to 
work r eal ly hard to even get okay at gui tar. I  hadn't learned 
i t previously, so i t was tough getting star ted." Dur ing his 
exper ience of teaching himself gui tar  and obser ving his 
col lege roommates, House realized that he had a passion for  
playing music, "I  r emember  one night I  took my gui tar  out, 
and I just decided that I  was going to stay up al l  night long 
and practice, so I walked around campus in the dark and 
played my gui tar  al l  night. I  think I slept on a park bench or  
something, but I  wasn't al lowed to go home or  go to bed unti l  
I  practiced al l  night. I  guess that was just to prove that I  was 
ser ious." 

House received recognition w ith his 2004 release, "Lost 

and Found." his sound was sti l l  in the process of r ef inement, 
and he recalls r eceiving praise from Bi l l  Flanagan on the 
CBS Sunday Morning. "I  got on the CBS Sunday Morning 
Show. This guy, Bi l l  Flanagan was talking about me and he 
had w r i tten a book about U2. I  r ead the book when I was a 
kid, and I think one of the things he said was that he's a 
young man w ith a young man's inf luences. His songs remind 
me of ear ly Wilco, U2 and Ryan Adams. But then he said, he 
has the potential to join their  company." 

Receiving such praise was a heavy exper ience for  a 
24-year -old emerging ar tist. "I t made me feel that I  must 
have been doing the r ight thing and that there must be 
something r eal ly good about what I 'm doing, or  there must 
be a r eason for  why I 'm doing what I 'm doing. I  have these 

dreams, and I r eal ly want to do this for  
some reason, and now  i t feels l ike i t 's 
supposed to be some kind of destiny." 
However , destiny is not w ithout i ts 
negatives. "Now  looking back on i t 
though, I  think to r eceive that kind of 
praise at 24 is almost l ike saying, al l  
r ight, here is what you have to l ive up 
to. I  think subconsciously that kind of 
thing can put a lot of pressure on 
somebody. I t can almost make i t sound 
l ike, look at how  special this per son is, 
r ather  than this per son worked really 
hard and i t paid off , so keep working 
hard.? As House discovered, i t is al l  
too easy to be enw rapped in the 
tendr i ls of success and i ts distor tion of 
the ar tist?s perceptions. ?With 
anything in l i fe, I  think that's sor t of 
the danger , to think, oh I 'm really 
special or  I 'm more talented than 
other  people. I  have not found that to 
be tr ue in l i fe. I  think we reap what 
we sow  in terms of you work hard and 
sometimes the complete underdog can 
make something beauti ful. Sometimes 
the least expecting person could w r i te 

the most amazing song.? This is the tr ue meaning of folk 
music, music that is unadulterated and w r i tten by 
industr ious people for  the pure purpose of expression. 
House descr ibes the nuanced balancing act between talent 
and hard work,  ?Not that talent doesn't play into i t, because 
I 'm saying i t cer tainly does, but I  think a lot of people just 
want to be r ewarded for  their  talent r ather  than their  hard 
work, and I think i t 's better  when people are r ewarded and 
praised for  working hard." 

House has overcome the sense that he is in a r ace and 
he must make i t to the success f inish l ine, to settl ing into a 
comfor table and rewarding r elationship w ith music. "I t 's 
who I am, i t 's what I  do. I  don't know  what else I would do. I  
def ini tely sti l l  feel inspir ed by music. I  am probably more 
proud and haven?t had as much fun making this last r ecord 
than any of my other  r ecords, and I 'm also explor ing music 
w ith fr esh eyes and ears and feel ings, because I haven?t been 
sober  for  al l  that long. For  the f i r st 10 years I played music, i t 
was music accompanied by massive amounts of alcohol. 
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Now  that I  don't have that, i t 's almost l ike being a di f ferent 
per son and a di f ferent ar tist." 

House's new  record, "So On and So For th," r eleased on 
March 4th, 2016, r epresents a mi lestone, both in his per sonal 
l i fe and professional music career. "What's cool about this 
r ecord is that i t does deal a lot w i th sobr iety, but i t 's not 
talking about, oh i t sucks getting sober , or  how  hard i t is. I t 's 
not that. I t 's more, here is the kind of grow th that I 'm going 
through. Here are the things I 'm obser ving in my ow n l i fe, 
and here are the things I 'm learning through this process." 

The f i r st tr ack, "Yesterday Lies," is a r epresentation of 
House's grow th and evolution, and of House's deeper  
connection w ith his audience. "I  had somebody come up to 
me the other  day, and they said they had almost a year  
sober , and when they heard Yesterday Lies they knew  
exactly what that was about. I t made me feel good that that 
str uck a chord because that song is speci f ical ly about having 
this euphor ic r ecall  about the old days being better , and kind 
of w ishing you could go back there, but the r eal tr uth is that 
i t r eal ly wasn't the way you remember  i t.? 

House acknow ledges his fami ly for  their  role in shaping 
the person he is today.  ?I give my w ife a lot of credi t and my 
family a lot of credi t for  helping me understand that the way 
I was l iving was not r eal ly sustainable. I  was going on the 
road and playing 200 shows a year. I  was gone 300 days a 
year , and dr inking ever y day and ever y night, burning the 
candle at both ends. And then I got mar r ied and my w ife 
helped me see how  unsustainable that was. Slow ly over  time 
i t has become less and less about me ever y day and more 
about ever ybody else.? 

Ever  since his star t in music, House has been sel l ing his 
CDs for  around $10, and they sti l l  cost the same pr ice today. 
However , the popular i ty of str eaming ser vices such as 
Spoti fy and Pandora, pose a signi f icant threat to the 

l ivel ihood of House and other  musicians. "I  tour  a lot, so I 
sti l l  sel l  a lot of r ecords on the road, but I  think ever y ar tist 
w i l l  tel l  you that they are seeing dow nloads go way dow n 
and people are doing str eaming. There was kind of a sweet 
spot in there for  a whi le." Emerging ar tists may not have 
access to the r esources necessar y to make and distr ibute 
their  r ecords to a physical music store. "When you'r e an 
ar tist who can put your  album on iTunes, then the whole 
wor ld can buy i t. People can choose to buy one tr ack or  two 
tr acks, and they have to pay a fair  pr ice. I t 's a dol lar  a song. I  
think that's pretty easy. I t 's cheap for  the customer  but the 
ar tist is sti l l  getting paid. Then Apple went to Apple Music 
and str eaming, and now  there's Spoti fy and ever ything else. 
Dow nloading is fal l ing off  and str eaming is the future of 
music, at least for  the time being. The royalty r ates on some 
of these places are l ike .00001 cent. There's one str eaming 
ser vice where I had a mi l l ion and a half  plays for  a song and 
my payout was 80 dollar s. These are companies that 
wouldn't exist w i thout the use of this music, so they have to 
f igure a way to make i t fair  for  ever ybody and not just an 
ar tist getting fr ee promotion." 

Despite this bleak time for  musicians, House is sti l l  
determined to pur sue his passion. "For  the time being I 'm 
playing shows and people are coming to my shows, and 
they've been coming to my shows for  years now. I don't 
know  how  long i t 's going to last, but I  have no reason to 
think that i t 's just going to stop tomor row , so my plan is to 
keep going and i f  they keep show ing up then I 'l l  keep coming 
and playing. I f  they stop show ing up then I 'l l  f ind something 
else to do.? 

To keep cur rent on tour  dates, new  music, and buy 
Gr i f f in House?s latest album, ?So on and So For th,? visi t: 

 w w w.gr i f f inhousemusic.com


